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made him one of the important servants around
the throne in a few years. In the beginning
Purniah did not think much of this fellow who
was worming himself into favour in the court.
Later, he came to realise that the youth was not
to be ignored in this way and learnt to beware of
him.

Some years passed. By removing Hindus
who held high places and appointing men of his
own faith in their stead, by not preventing with
sufficient rigour the conversion of his own subjects
to his faith by force, and by showing in a number of
ways a preference for men of his religion and
lukewarm feelings towards men of the other faith,
the Sultan lost the love of his subjects. While he
lived Haider Ali always said that the Hindu King
was still ruler and that he, Haider, was only his
servant. His son pushed the King from the throne
and ascended it himself. Many Mussalmans who
were loyal to their Hindu master were hurt by
this procedure. The servants of the palace were
not people to submit to this supersession of the
royal house. Immediately Tipu ascended the
throne, therefore, a movement started to bring him
down from it and to restore to the old house the
kingdom which had been usurped. The central
figure in this movement was the widow of the